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“Remembering” Yerushalayim

This week we read of the command to remember what Amalek did to us when we left Egypt.
Similarly, while it is not a formal precept, there is certainly a biblical value in remembering
Yerushalayim. As Tehillim records, the Jews in exile lamented: 1
If I forget you, O Jerusalem, may my right hand forget [its skill]. May my tongue cling to my
palate, if I do not remember you, if I do not bring up Jerusalem at the beginning of my joy.
What is the definition of this command to remember?
In a recent shiur, Rabbi Dr. J.J. Schacter 2 suggested that there are two components of this
precept. First, he noted that while at times the Torah uses the word “zakhor” regarding the retrieval
of a past experience, the command certainly transcends this form of memory retrieval. A proof for
this contention is that the Torah uses the identical word regarding Shabbat: “Zakhor et yom haShabbat” (you should remember Shabbat), where the Torah certainly does not mean the retrieval of
something once experienced in the past, as Shabbat is not an event that we experienced and need to
retrieve. Rather, the precise definition of “Zakhor” is as Rashi there says: “Pay attention to always
remember Shabbat.” In other words, Shabbat should be on one’s consciousness and one should
always be thinking about it. When we transpose this definition to Amalek, it means that we always
must be cognizant of the evil that exists in the world.

Tehillim 137:5-6. Translation is from Chabad.org.
Available at https://www.yutorah.org/sidebar/lecture.cfm/895119/rabbi-dr-jacob-j-schacter/zakhor-et-asher-asahlekha-amalek-what-is-amalek-what-is-zakhor-/.
1
2

American Friends of Ateret Cohanim / Jerusalem Chai www.jerusalemchai.org jeruchai@gmail.com

Divrei Torah on Jerusalem by Rabbi Yosef Bronstein Parashat Tetzaveh /  פרשת תצוה5778

A second element of “Zakhor” is the imperative to pass on this mindset and its significance to
the next generation. The Ramban, in his commentary to the Torah, 3 notes that part and parcel of the
command is to tell over the story to one’s children and grandchildren, to ensure its eternality. This is
why we formally fulfill the mitzvah with a public Torah reading and the recitation of Megilat Ester
on Purim as these public events are means of keeping the consciousness alive in our people.
These elements of “remembering” also apply to the prophetic call to “remember”
Yerushalayim. We must internalize a consciousness in which we “pay attention” to Yerushalayim
and are always thinking about it. No matter where we are in the world, our thoughts need to be
directed towards our holy city.
Similarly, there is an obligation for the older generation to pass on their experiences and for
the younger generation to listen raptly. We live in a most singular time period of transition. Many
who walk among us remember what it is like for Yerushalayim to be divided and for there to be no
access to the Kotel and other areas of the city. Others, however, were born into the reality of an
undivided Yerushalayim with full access to its holy sites. As such, this is the crucial time for the
transferring of memory and mindset to the next generation, to ensure that the younger generation can
appreciate the significance and privilege of our time. In this way, may we merit “a returning of the
hearts of the fathers to their children and the hearts of the children to their fathers,” with many
generations living together in an undivided Yerushalauim.
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Ramban, Devarim 25:17.

American Friends of Ateret Cohanim / Jerusalem Chai www.jerusalemchai.org jeruchai@gmail.com

