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Jerusalem Divrei Torah

The centrality of Jerusalem to the Jewish People
is indisputable and is the core of our mission. Our Divrei
Torah by Rabbi Yosef Bronstein focus on Jerusalem and its
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connection to the weekly Torah portion. For a pdf to
discuss at the Shabbat table, please click here. To sponsor
a Dvar Torah please click here

We moum the tragic death of Israeli reserve officert Eliav
Gelman z"l, beloved husband and father of two children who
was killed by friendly fire as Israeli forces tried to stop a terrorist
stabbing attack. We dedicate this week's divrei Torah on
Jerusalem to his memory.

The Heart of Yerushalayim

Repetition in the Torah is often understood as an
indication of significance. If the Torah, which is so terse in its
language, takes the space to review a concept then it must be
of paramount importance.[1] And what is true regarding the
Torah as whole can also be said about a specific passage. The
repetition of a certain word in the same perek, is Hashem’s
subtle way of hinting that this word contains a key to
understanding the passage as a whole.

The beginning of our parsha describes the
implementation of Hashem’s command to Moshe to rally the
Jews to build the Mishkan. Different groups with different
characteristics would all have to volunteer their money and
skills for the project to be successful. However, despite the
variegated nature of these groups, there is one common feature
that is mentioned fifteen times in the opening section of the
parsha — “heart.” Those who donate the money have had “their
hearts motivated [them.]’[2] Those who engage in the
construction are “wise of heart.”[3] Bezalel's ability to teach
and lead were placed in his heart. It seems that the heart plays
a central role in the construction of the Mishkan.

One way of understanding the connection between the
heart and the Mishkan is to focus on the ultimate goal of the
Mishkan. Hashem wants to dwell amongst his people and be
close to them. This, however, can only occur if the Jews
develop an emotional connection to Hashem through the
Mishkan. Without the passion on the side of the people, without
their heart, the intimacy between Hashem and the Jewish
people could never develop. Therefore, the Mishkan which is
the conduit for this connection, can only be built through the
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heart.

This theme extends from the Mishkan to Yerushalayim
as a whole. A midrash describing the process of exile and
redemption states as follows:[4]

They sinned with the heart, they were punished with the heart
and they will be comforted with the heart.... as the pasuk says
“speak to the heart of Yerushalayim and call out to it.”

The Jews sinned with their hearts and will be returned
through that same faculty. It seems that the Beit ha-Mikdash
needed to be destroyed once the Jews no longer felt that
emotional connection to Hashem. The process of redemption
will coincide with a reopening of the hearts of the people. But
the navi declares that it is the inhabitants of Yerushalayim in
particular who will spearhead this process.

Similar to the Mishkan, Yerushalayim and the Beit ha-
Mikdash are meant to be focal points of this emotional
connection. They are places where the emotional side of our
relationship with Hashem is to be emphasized and developed.
Just as the heart was necessary to build the Mishkan, it is also
a necessary component in the building of the third Beit ha-
Mikdash.

[11Shemot 35:5.
[2]Shemot 35:10.
[31Shemot 35:34.
[4]Midrash Eicha parsha 1.
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SHOW THE WORLD THAT WE ARE NOT AFRAID
Book a Tour With Us CLICK HERE
See our Jerusalem!
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