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American Friends of Ateret Cohanim/Jerusalem Chai

...Making the Old City young Again
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The modern history of Yerushalayim is filled with conflict and wars. From the
battles over the city in 1948 to the legendary offensive of the paratroopers in
1967, to the unfortunate reality of terror attacks on the city, we tend to associate
Yerushalayim with fighting. And this is not a surprise. After nearly 2,000 years
our sovereignty over our city has been an uphill struggle.

But despite the necessity of war and the Kiddush Hashem that our struggle for
Yerushalayim represents, we must always remember our long term goal. While
these wars are fulfillments of mitzvot in the Torah, they are still not a cause for
joy. The Chazon Ish reminds us, that while we should embrace and identify with
most mitzvot in the Torah, the mitzvoth regarding war are temporary in nature and
that should be viewed as a means to an end. In fact, he notes that while we are
engaged in the mitzvah of war we should never forget that fighting is against our
nature. Our ultimate value and deepest desire is for peace.

The ultimate importance of peace is underscored in this weeks parsha. The coda
of the priestly blessing is that Hashem should bless us with peace. The midrash
continues this theme by extolling the ultimate value of peace:
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This midrash notes that all of our future hopes and dreams regarding
Yerushalayim and Mashiach ben Dovid are intertwined with peace. One can add
that this idea is even embedded in the name Yerushalayim. Rav Sajadia Gaon
translates Yerushalayim as the Arabic equivalent of fiCity of Peace.0

The importance of this midrash is magnified in our contemporary reality. When
Jews were far from their city and dreaming of a utopian Yerushalayim it was easy
to imagine it as being the City of Peace. Now, however, for completely valid
reasons we associate Yerushalayim with conflict and struggle. It is therefore all
the more important to remember that we are living in a transition period. Wars
are necessary and are even mitzvos. But the future Yerushalayim is entirely one
of peace and harmony. It is the Yerushalayim that connects all Jews and fimakes
them friends.o
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{ is with great shock and extreme sadness that we announce
the passing of Irving Moskowitz z"l to Gan Eden.

Irving's neshama-soul has gone to "Yerushalayim Shel Maaleh"
(Jerusalem of the Heavens) and he will be in a place of honour
for the righteous, next to The Throne of Glory.

Irving Moskowitz was a giant of this generation who has
effectively secured a united Jerusalem for the Jewish People.
Known in many circles as the "Montefiore and Rothschild" of
our times, he has redeemed, built and uplifted Jerusalem from
the mounds of destruction and desolation.

Together with his wife Cherna (May she live till 120 years) they
have revitalized Jewish life, in and around the Old City, by
helping to establish Jewish neighbourhoods, and returned
Jewish life to the Holy Basin.

Irving Moskowitz has changed the face of Jerusalem for the
good, and noone can stand in his footsteps, for his
achievements have reached the Heavens.

Thousands of Yeshiva students,, children and families living in
the Old City, Abu Tor, the City of David, Kfar HaTeimanim of
Shiloach, Shimon HaTzaddik, Beit Orot, Maaleh HaZeitim and
Kidmat Zion are indebted and forever grateful to Irving
Moskowitz z"l. The same people are now in mourning, as is
Am Yisrael.

Ateret Cohanim has lost a pillar, a guardian and truly modest

builder of Jerusalem. - HXVDBP KDV RWRQHRI KHU GHDUIHWV
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The Moskowitz Family has lost a husband, father, grandfather
and great grandfather.

Our hearts and warm wishes go out to Cherna and the wider
Moskowitz Family, and we hope that they will be comforted by
Hashem, along with generations of mourners of Zion and
Yerushalayim, and be comforted by Jerusalem herself.

Irving Moskowitz was an idealistic pioneer, who feared G-d
only, and who built the eternal Jerusalem. He had the key to
Jerusalem, and was in fact, part of the fabric of Jerusalem
itself.
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